
December 22, 2010

In reply, please refer to:


Docket No. 10-12-05:ADJ:DAM
Joseph A. Rosenthal
Principal Attorney

Office of Consumer Counsel

Ten Franklin Square

New Britain, CT  06051

Re:
Docket No. 10-12-05 - Petition of the Office of Consumer Counsel for a Declaratory Ruling that the Pending Merger of Northeast Utilities and NStar Requires Approval by the Connecticut Department of Public Utility Control
Dear Mr. Rosenthal:


The Department of Public Utility Control (Department) acknowledges receipt on December 3, 2010, of the above referenced petition, submitted pursuant to Sections 4‑176 of the General Statutes of Connecticut (Conn. Gen. Stat.).  In accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat. Section 4-176(c), the Department hereby gives notice to all persons to whom notice is required by any provision of law and to all persons who have requested notice of declaratory rulings petitions.  Additional information is available at the Department's website:  http://www.state.ct.us/dpuc/ regarding the procedural practices of the Department and subsequent filings to the Department.  The Department may contact you regarding the further processing of this docket.  The administrative coordinator assigned to this docket is Debra Morrell, who can be reached at (860) 827‑2688 and/or via email at debra.morrell@po.state.ct.us.

Although petitions for declaratory ruling are not considered contested cases, see Conn. Gen. Stat. § 4‑166, the Department will nevertheless observe the ex parte communication rules of Conn. Gen. Stat. §4-181 in this case.  As such, there may be no communication, direct or indirect, with Commissioners or Department staff assigned to assist the Commissioners on any issue of fact or law pertaining to this matter unless that communication takes place in the course of a noticed hearing or meeting, or is made in writing with copies supplied to all other designated participants.  Communication with the Department coordinator regarding scheduling is not ex parte and is permitted.  The normal discourse that takes place between parties is permitted.


Pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 16-2a, the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) has been designated a Party to this proceeding.  The Department hereby directs the Parties and Intervenors to provide two (2) copies of all material submitted in this docket directly to the OCC.  These copies are in addition to those required by the Department and should be addressed to OCC, not the Department.


Documents must be filed with the Executive Secretary of the Department in both electronic and paper form.  The date and time of filing shall be the date and time the Department first receives a complete electronic version or the paper version and the required number of paper copies.  Unless otherwise specified, filings are due by 4:00 p.m. on or before any required date.  If a complete electronic version of the filing is submitted through the Department's Web Filing System, only one paper version of the filing is generally required.  (For exceptionally voluminous or complex filings, the Department reserves the right to request additional paper copies.)


If a complete electronic version of the filing is not web filed, submit an original and one copy.


The Department operates with the strong presumption that all documents filed with it are public records subject to the right of public inspection and copying in accordance with the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act, Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-200 et. seq.  In those exceptional circumstances where a party or intervenor believes that information it intends to file is confidential under law, it may file a Motion for a Protective Order requesting an exemption from public disclosure. The Motion must provide specific legal arguments with reference to state or federal law describing with supporting facts why the information should be kept confidential.  A certified affidavit supplied by a competent witness in support of the Motion, a proposed protective order and nondisclosure agreement must be appended to the Motion.  The confidential material itself must be submitted in hard copy only to the Department for in camera review by the Commission.  Each page of the confidential information shall be stamped “CONFIDENTIAL,” and the material shall be placed in a sealed envelope marked “CONFIDENTIAL – NOT FOR PUBLIC DISCLOSURE.”  Do not send any proposed confidential information electronically to the Department.  The Department will rule on the Motion forthwith, and it will give further direction as necessary. For answers to any questions regarding making a confidential filing, contact the Executive Secretary for the Department at (860) 827-1553.

All Parties and Intervenors are required to serve each other with a copy of all documents submitted to this Department and the OCC.  The current service list for this docket is available on the Department's website located at www.dpuc.state.ct.us/DPUCservlist.html.


Sincerely,


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITY CONTROL


Kimberley J. Santopietro


Executive Secretary

cc:
Service List







