January 25, 2011

Kevin M. Delgobbo, Chairman

CT Department of Public Utility Control

10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT  06051
Re: Petition of the Office of Consumer Counsel for a Declaratory Ruling that the Pending Merger of Northeast Utilities and NSTAR Requires Approval by the Department of Public Utility Control 

Docket No. 10-12-05

Dear Chairman Delgobbo:

I am writing in support of the written exceptions by the Office of the Attorney General and the Office of the Consumer Counsel to the DPUC’s January 19, 2011 Draft Decision in the above-referenced matter.

I strongly urge the Department of Public Utility Control (DPUC) to investigate the proposed $17.5 billion merger of Northeast Utilities (NU) and NSTAR. 

A corporate takeover of this magnitude will have significant and potentially adverse consequences for the residents of Connecticut. The net result will be less competition, less accountability, fewer jobs, and disproportionate market share and influence in the critical sector of energy. This has the potential to adversely affect our efforts to reduce energy costs for businesses and families. 

With Connecticut’s unemployment rate at 9 percent and our economy still suffering from the worst recession since the depression, laying off employees and transferring jobs out of state – another likely outcome of the corporate takeover – is the wrong step to take. We must learn from the mergers in other sectors of our economy that have eliminated thousands of jobs and not provided the promised benefits to consumers in quality of service or cost.  

Few things are more important right now than controlling energy costs and preserving and creating jobs.  I urge you to delay issuing your final decision until you have had the opportunity to hold a public hearing on the issue of the Department’s authority to investigate and consider the issues raised by this proposal.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Donald E. Williams, Jr.




Senate President Pro Tempore
Cc: DPUC Commissioners      



